PRESS RELEASE

Justice Department Establishes Civil
Rights Fraud Initiative

Monday, May 19, 2025 For Immediate Release

Office of Public Affairs

Today, the Department of Justice announced the establishment of the Civil Rights Fraud
Initiative, which will utilize the False Claims Act to investigate and, as appropriate, pursue
claims against any recipient of federal funds that knowingly violates federal civil rights laws.
Violations of the False Claims Act can result in treble damages and significant penalties.

“Institutions that take federal money only to allow anti-Semitism and promote divisive DEI
policies are putting their access to federal funds at risk,” said Attorney General Pamela Bondi.
“This Department of Justice will not tolerate these violations of civil rights -inaction is not an
option.”

“America has watched a tidal wave of anti-Semitism sweep our universities and seen public
institutions codify inherently divisive policies like DEI at an unprecedented rate,” said Deputy
Attorney General Todd Blanche. “In advancing the initiative, the Department of Justice’s Civil
Fraud Section and Civil Rights Division will work in concert -alongside other Department
components and government agencies -to identify and root out instances in which recipients of
federal funds fail to uphold their basic obligations under federal civil rights laws. The days of
using federal funds to further discrimination are over.”

The Department strongly encourages anyone with knowledge of discrimination by federal
funding recipients to consider filing a qui tam action under the False Claims Act. See 31 U.S.C. §
3730. When a qui tam action is successful, the whistleblower typically receives a portion of the



monetary recovery. The Department also encourages the public to report instances of such
discrimination to the appropriate federal authorities. Please visit
https://www.justice.gov/civil/report-fraud for more information.

Read the full memo here.
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Joint Investigation by the U.S. Justice Department and U.S. Department of
Education Finds U.C. Berkeley Law School Discriminates Based on Race
in Admissions

The U.S. Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division (DOJ) and the U.S. Department of Education
(ED) announced today joint investigative findings that the University of California, Berkeley
School of Law (Berkeley...

September 9, 2026
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Justice Department to Conduct Election Monitoring in Rhode Island
Primary Election

The Department of Justice — through its Civil Rights Division and the U.S. Attorney’s Office
(USAO) for the District of Rhode Island — will be observing polling locations today in...

September 9, 2026
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Justice Department to Conduct Election Monitoring in New Hampshire
Primary Election

Today, the Department of Justice is monitoring polling sites in two New Hampshire cities —

Manchester and Nashua — for the state’s primary election to ensure transparency, ballot
security, and...

September 8, 2026



